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Prelude There is a Balm in Gilead

Welcome and
Introductions

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie Eleison

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray tothe Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Let uspray.
You who spoke over the chaos waters

You who stilled the stormy sea
You are the wind that invites us into a new day
Bind us, together Lord,



Bind us together with chords that can never be broken
Grant us wisdom
Grant us courage
For these days

Open us up to the wonder of your ways
You are revealed in bread and wine.
You are revealed in the word — and the word made flesh
You are revealed in yesterday. You call to us from beyond tomorrow
You are Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer
You are present before we call upon you

In you we place our trust

Through Christ our Lord. Amen

Scripture Readings

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31

“’Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely religious you are in every way. “*For as | went through the city and
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar
with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this | proclaim to you. ““The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, “°nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. “°From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, “so that they would search for God and perhaps grope
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. “’For
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own
poets have said,

‘For we too are his offspring.’

’Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. ““While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he
commands all people everywhere to repent, *'because he has fixed a day on



which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead.”

Holy Words. Holy Wisdom. Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John 14:15-21

Before the reading: Glory to you, O Lord!

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. *°And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. *'This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

%I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. ’In a little while
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you
also will live. ’On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you
in me, and | in you. “'They who have my commandments and keep them are
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and |
will love them and reveal myself to them.”

After the reading:  Praise to you, O Christ!

Homily
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You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace is
Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - 'ry sis - ter,

You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.
ev - 'ty broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.

way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole hearts;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister




of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen,

Prayers of the People

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Announcements

Sending Blessing
Postlude Allegro G. F. Handel





